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curtains smell of- 
tobacco ---poker 
chip$ on the ¢/oor.- 
burr marks and 


li sure glad you're 
back home.I was 
very lonesome the 
TWo weeks You 
urere away at 
Lake Ickiepooh 
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gold 


oldenrod is yellow; 


orn is turning brown; 
. in apple orchards 


Sen 


tbians bluest fringes 
rling in the sun; 
pods the milkweed 
idden silk has spun. 


ss flaunt their harvest 
ry meadow nook. 

s by the brookside 
EM in the brook. 


- DONTE R 
~ “MOM CAN SEE IT WASN'T TOO BAD. 


mber when the school bells rang here in Bellingham on opening 
eptember and how we were surprised to see that our friends had 
ile some were a might heavier ? How we looked at the "new" 
with wonder as to how she would be in the discipline area | 
bells did ring and the rope was pulled by either the teacher or 
cial pupil. Today a button is pressed and gongs sound all over 
2 | No more the haunting, beautiful tones to be heard of the 
ool bell as it rang loud and clear in sections of Town calling 
's back again to the task of "larning". Aren't we cheating the 
generations with this incessant "clatter" ? Progress ? 
too, was the beginning of a period when it was necessary to seek 
unteers from school boys to go out and help fight fires because few 
were available in the emergency. It was fun to be able to "skip" 
routine and get initiated into the art of putting out grass and 


st fires. Remember when ? * 
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listributed summer of 1909 


POST GOLD-HEADED CANE 


Photo credit--Daniel Cox. 


- 
A superb enlargement of the cane head 
can be seen to our left and is the on 
one of its kind that we have seen so 


+e 
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ing to the edition of the 
und ay Post, August 29, 1909" 
he story relating to this 
ivertising stunt on the pe 
tures of many of the 
nts. Quote: "The 
ORS forwarded to the 
f each of 700 New England — 
andsome gold-headed Cane of 
» suitably inscribed, q 
uest that it be presented 
pliments of the Boston Po 
st citizen of the town. 
tations have attracted muc 
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ughout New England. The 
chairmen of the various 


ea Sl 


men an 
s took up the idea with much entht 
and in many cases there was a 

presentation before anassemblag 
friends and neighbors of the ~ 
nt of the cane. The Boston 
headed canes are not only 
and substantial gifts in’ 
s, but they are intended as 
to honored and useful lives. 
e and right living, and 
perb vigor of New England 
th rest of the page was 4 
es of some of those in this © 
axy of Oldest Citizens of New 
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made by the J. F. Bradley & Co. @& 

is of gaboon ebony from the Congo 

he stock was shipped to this 

s about seven feet long. The 

n sheets and soldered to the 
shaped. It is a very hand=- > 

y were cut to cane lengths, 
months, turned on lathes to 

ness, coated with shellac, 

ice and oil---took a whole yee 
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- Walter Wentzel brought this cane story to 
our attention because he had seen one of the 
en who was using it years ago and was concer? 
ed as to what happened to the Bellingham one. 
It had vanished. Research meant tracing old 
men who might have had it after the one that 
Walter knew as possessor of it. Result was 
that it indicated as a possibilty that Mr. Coo 


ig 


may have been the last one te use the cane. Checking with the family they then 
recalled that Mr. Cook did have it up to the time of his fatal accident on Dec. 3, 
1940. Several sad incidents followed until Mr. Carleton Gaskill, Jr. of Mendon 

_ joined in the search,with enthusiasm, and successfully located the cane after its 
disappearance 35 years ago. Then the trail was followed with the assistance of 
Mr. Ernest Thomas, Bellingham, in using the facilities of the Boston Public 
Library where he spent many hours looking at micro-film copies of the Boston Post 
paper for the summer of 1909. Finally he was rewarded with seeing the Aug. 29, 
1909 issue showing pictures of many of the first recipients and the first news 
officially about the "stunt". These photostats were on display in the local center 
library some months ago. Later the Board of Selectmen "retired" the cane in the 

i custody of the Bellingham Historical Commission. 


We are including three women in the following list as having used the cane but as 
no records are now available we merely presume that they did. If the ladies had 
been considered in the very beginning then there would have been seven more 
recipients added to the cia I 


Name Died Age Name Died Age 

Alamson Bates Nov. 23,1912 2h Alonzo N. Whitney Mar.18,1930 92-9-16 
|| John H. Eaton June 9,1913 8 Marion H. Williams Feb.3,1931 92-10-11 
|} Patrick T. Allen Jan.30,1916 88-6-2 Philomena Guillet Sept. 27,'3 Rane 
- Edwin Migneault Dec.29,1917 89-6-15 Eugene Rhodes Apr. 16 1630 8=---19 
i) William Byron Sept.19,1923 9-2-0 Melissa Holbrook Apr.5, 1938 91-2-8 
||; George C.MacMaster July 23,192 92-6-3 Proctor P. Cook Dec.3, 19lL.0 93-l-ll 
i Joseph Hoar Mar.751929 92-9-2 


| Henry Ratti recalls seeing Edwin Migneault use the Cane. 


} We hope that posterity will enjoy the results of this research and that it was 

| not one of those many incidents that are lost forever. Besides the fun of getting 
the facts known we had the pleasure of being in contact with many "oldsters" who 
enjoyed the nostalgia. Surprisingly,we found that many who joined the Post staff 
later have never seen the famous cane ! We do not mind sharing our good fortune, 


We have learned that Mrs. Shannon was the lamplighter who took 
care of the lamp on Hartford Avenue, corner of Depot St. shown 
in the last June issue. She was crossing tender for the rail- 
road, coming out with her red flag to warn passersby of the 
approaching train. She would also stop the train if you 
wanted to board it at the South Milford station. 


| We are informed by Mr. Ralph White that Mrs. Cormier, the Engineer mentioned in the 
_ February 176 issue, weighed about 90 pounds and was around five feet tall! She 
_ was loaded with energy ! 


t thie picture of the Graphics Arts Department in the June issue was done by Daniel 
Cox, formerly from Mendon. 


With this issue we express sincere gratitude to Joyce Schreffler for a superb 

- editing job during the time we needed someone to assist us in getting the "Crimp= 
ville Comments" ready for printing. Her willingness to volunteer on short notice 
| was most appreciated. She has given us a high goal of excellence to strive for. 
We extend our best wishes for her continued success in her varied endeavors. 


At the July Fourth display we recorded voices for the tri-centennial in 2076. 
Many participated in the event. 


Send on your favorite recipes for others to enjoy. 
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By ORVAL JACKSON 

TAMPA, Fla. (UPI) 
Moving slowly around the 
coastal waterways and rivers of 
the eastern United States, a 
gleaming silver barge is 
carrying music and dance to 
American cities and towns. 

The bicentennial journey of 
the floating cultural center 
combines the talents of a wide 
variety of artists in a smorgas- 
bord of entertainment that its 
founder hopes will ignite a 
“cultural explosion.” 

The 195-foot, self-propelled 
barge, Point-Counterpoint II, is 
making a 15,000-mile, six-month 
cultural voyage — a bicentenni- 
al gift from the people of 
western Pennsylvania. 

The gleaming silver barge is 
the floating home of the 50- 
member American Wind Sym- 
phony Orchestra of western 
Pennsylvania, but the 90-city 
tour is more than 
showcase for the performance 
of the orchestra. 

In addition to the orchestra, 
the traveling culture show 
includes a composer, a poet, a 
sculptor, a painter, a mime, 
eight modern dancers and one 
tap and soft-shoe performer. 

‘The bicentennial voyage is 
the*brainchild of Robert Austin 


Boudreau, founder of the 
American Wind Symphony Or- 
chestra, who views the project 


as taking culture to as many 
people as possible. : 

“The people seem to be 
starved for this type of 
activity,’’ Boudreau _ said, 
“whether it be children in 
schools or adults in churches of 
backyard concerts at home. 
They seem to welcome it with 
open arms and it does give you 
a feel there is a real need for 
this.” 

The voyage is in its infant 
stages but reaction so far 
indicates Boudreau is right. 

The performers travel over- 
land by mini-van and bus and 
in each city are housed mostly 
with local residents and, where 
possible, in homes with people 
of like interests. 


When the performers arrive 


at a town, the musicians and 
dancers spread out, visiting 
area schools in teams, doing 
both a little entertaining and a 
little instruction. 


just a 


The individual artists such as 
composer Norman Lloyd, mime 
Julian Chagrin and the husband 
and wife sculpture and painting 
team of Lu and. Syvester 
Damianos visit school rooms 
and conduct symposiums. ; 

“Our going into the schools is 
the best service we can give 
from a community standpoint,” 
said trumpet player Don 
Bowles, a member of the 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Symphony 
Orchestra and a music teacher 
at the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga. 

‘We perform in all levels of 
schools,” added Bruce Wheeler, 
a trumpet player from the 
Savannah Symphony. ‘‘I like 
the groups in about the third or 
fourth grade. They are interest- 
ed in what the instruments are 
and want to know about them. 
This is the age to get them 
interested.” 

The routine is much the same 
in most cities. As soon as they 
arrive the performers pick up 
guides and head for the schools. 
Then it is back for rehearsal, 
often as part of a business- 


-men’s box-lunch affair where 
the local people are right in. 
among the orchestra members. 


Then they meet their local 
hosts and after settling in and 
having dinner, they head for 
the night concert aboard the 
barge. 

During the day there are 
several performances in the 
Children’s theater aboard the 
barge of ‘Bicentennial Chick- 
en,” a comedy about a fowl 
hatched from an egg as a 
chicken that grew up to be an 
American Eagle. 

The play was written by 
Julian Chagrin’s wife, Claude, 
former director of the Shakes- 
pearean Theater in London and 
producer of the Children’s 
Theater. Julian is the main 
character in the performance. 

The performers are booked 
almost daily, even while the 
barge is en route to another 


port of call. On those days they ~ 


perform at churches, local 
clubs and back-yard gatherings, 
usually as small ensembles or 
chamber music groups. 

“The boat with all of the 
musicians, artists and dancers 
creates a sort of little cultural 
explosion in the community,” 
Boudreau said. ‘Just because 
of the excitement and nature of 
the vessel, they all rally around 
and come flocking to the 
program.” 


Music Barge Serenades 
76 Cities For Bicentennial 


When the vessel docked 
alongside Plant Park at the 
University of Tampa here, the 
area already was alive with the 
music and the area was dotted 
by displays of local artistic 
orp high school 

A group of young high school- 
age Sanat performed old- 
fashioned hoedown on a porta- 


ble stage in the hot Florida sun. 
Earlier, a girl’s choral group 
entertained residents sitting in 
the shade of a huge oak tree. 

Paintings, works of sculpture 
and crafts items lined side- 
walks of the park. 

“This is what it’s all about,” 
Boudreau said as he strolled 
through the park awaiting the 
arrival of the vessel. ‘‘Invol- 
vement. We hope to get the 
local communities to join in 
with us in this project.” 

The focal point of the project 
of course, is the barge which is 
outfitted with a concert stage, 
two theaters and a_ multi- 
purpose art galley. The brightly 
lighted concert stage is so 
designed that the musicians are 


elevated so that each is visible — 


to the audience. 

The concert includes a 
musical background as Chagrin 
narrates a poem dealing with 
the founding fathers, a sing- 
along during “An American 
Sampler’’ and concludes with 
Handel’s ‘‘Music For The Royal 
Fireworks” as aerial fireworks 
cascade across the night sky. 

All of the musicians were 
individually auditioned by Bou- 
dreau and come from every 
part of the country. One is from 
Canada, one is from Poland 
and one from Mexico. 

Most of the musicians signed 
three-month contracts and will 
be replaced at that point by 
new performers, Boudreau 


said. 

The Chagrins are signed on 
for the full six-month voyage, 
as is tap and soft-shoe dancer 
Howard ‘‘Sandman’’ Sims. 


Lloyd, poet Paul Zimmer and 
the Damianos will spend only a 
couple of weeks on the tour and 
will be replaced by other such 
artists. 

The barge was financed by 
corporate and private donations 
from people in western Penn- 
sylvania, as well as by a grant 
from that state’s Bicentennial 
Commission. 


ah 


at Myrtle Beach, S. C. It late 


the late architect Louis tie 


The individual artists such as 


-resembles an over-sized freight — 


Boudreau said that on the — 
tour, each city visited is 
underwriting $10,000 of the cost. 
In some cases the city picks up 


Lacd 
three-fourths of the cost with 
the rest covered by donations — 
and contributions. oe 

Here, the cost was covered 
by a grant from the Bicentenni-— 
al Commission that was 
matched by a savings and loan ~ 
association. In addition, addi- 
tional money was received 
from a _  $30-a-couple Patrons 
Dinner attended by 200 couples 
before the concert. = | 

The odyssey began May 30 at 
Biloxi, Miss. and will end Oct. — 
10 in Brownsville, Tex. — eat 


The vessel came down 
Florida Gulf Coast and after 
leaving here moved around the | 
Florida Keys and headed up the © 
Eastern Seaboard. ogee. ° 

After the journey up the East — 


ne 
Coast, the barge will turn 
inland up the Hudson River, | 
cross the Great Lakes and head 
for the Mississippi River for the _ 
final leg south. ae 
The barge, which draws five 
‘eet of water, was constructed 
at Norfolk, Va. It took a year. | 
and a half to construct at ans 
2stimated cost of $2 million, 
a 


Boudreau said. & 
Powered by three engine 
the vessel was on a shake-down 
cruise at the start of the tour 
with some finishing of interior — 
work still underway. It was — 
sailed from Norfolk to Gulfport, 
Miss. for some final prepara- 
tion for the tour, and ran | 
aground and broke a propeller 


Si aground on mudflats 
earwater, Fla., during % 
fourth stop. ia 
‘The vessel was conceived 


Kahn, and British architect 
George Djurkovic was project 
coordinator during its’ constr 
tion. - an 

When en route, the theater 
and concert stage are enclosed — 
inside the vessel, which then 


barge with portholes. Once in 
place for a performance the 


silver canopy is raised, openin 


up the concert stage. Musi- — 
cians’ chairs are situated on 
specially designed pole-style — 
racks which leave each musi-— 
cian visible to the audience. _ 


YOU NEED YOUR HEAD 
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tographs by Christopher R. Harris 
a 


ummer’s music man of the waterway 


‘is Robert Boudreau 


I, Meredith Willson’s The Music Man, 
smooth-talking salesman Harold Hill 
breezed into town, organized a band 


of 76 trombones, dallied with Marian the 
Librarian and ran the troubles right out 


of fictional River City. . 

This summer’s Professor Hillis > 
named Robert Austin Boudreau. He is 
49, a Juilliard graduate, horn player, 
off-season farmer and founder-con- 


= ahs 


Before the Wind Symphony’s first concert 
in Gulfport, Miss., conductor Robert Bou- 


dreau rehearses the orchestra. 


ductor of the Pittsburgh-based Amer- 


ican Wind Symphony Orchestra. 


For the Bicentennial, Boudreau has 
organized a musical voyage through 
the river towns of Middle America 
aboard a million-dollar self-propelled 
barge that would have made Harold Hill 
wide-eyed with envy. 

Boudreau is a riverboat veteran. For 
the past 19 summers, starting witha 


But since the 
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sluding suck 
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s perennial fa- 
18th-century Musi 
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Thirty-six bicentennial flags 
adorn the vessel as it moves 


Saale and while sitting BELLINGHAM BOY BECOMES FAMOUS. 


> --' The vessel can make speeds 
: Ses? Kiibte bub Boudreau The previous article appeared in the Milford 


said its normal speed is nine Daily News in May of 1976. We are proud that another 

knots. / Re local man made good and note the many who graduated 
ae _jcreopcataant ieteaarel along with him that are still in Town. It is very 

sau, his wife and six Significant that he took an interest in music and is 

iren. Only three of the doing his "thing" based on studies here in the local 

Bip were traveling: with school system. Another classmate is an accomplished 

organist while another is a noted hairstylist doing 


ost of the time, except business locally. 


re will be several days 
ports of call, such as ; 
the case after the vessel left 
here for Boca Raton. 


William Brown 
nne Margaret Buckley 
Lillian Ann Daigle 
Shirley Elizabeth Darling 
Colleen Marie Delaney 
Anna Frances Dobbie 
Lucille Marie DuBois 
Helen Marie Fabian 
Kathryn Elizabeth Feeney 
Veronica Terese Gariepy 
Leo Edward Gaudette 
‘Edward John Glowka 
Phyllis Hannah 


William Nicholson 
Claire Irene Patrick 
_ Joseph Petrosky . 
Pauline Edith Patrick 
Lois Ella Pickering 
Wallace Adams Reid 
Roland Alfred Robidoux 
Thea Lena HRotatori 
Jacqueline Dolores Ruhland 
Martha Elmira Sanborn 
aa Jeanne Elizabeth Thayer 
Br: . 7 Elizabeth Frances Thomas . 
Jeanne Fedora Vaillant ' Contributed by Hilda Thayer 
Historical Commission Member, 


f 


o- 


Elizabeth Lewinsky writes=-"very grateful to you for sending the 
“"Crimpville Comments" again this year. I look forward to them 
_ and enjoy them to no end." Maple St. Bellingham 


LJ | 


7, 


Vera Abrams writes-"Thank you so much for sending the Crimpville 
Comments. I have enjoyed them so much." 
Merhets West Falmouth, Me. 


Diana Crocks writes-"--in mailing the paper to me,--you have been 


very thoughtful. Thank you for remembering me." 
a Brockton, ‘la.. 


: ee 


SO Years ago---------- fe {5 


hy 1926 
Bellingham Grammar School Graduates 
North ra pel 
Thomas Mahon Josephine Sendrowski 
Edith Thayer Camp Francis Joseph Gendron 


Joseph Louis Ridolfi Evelyn Ida Tebo 
Grace Willith Tyndall Charlie Gallagher 


Center 


Mary Pearl Avadanian Lois Elinor Wentzel 
Mary Hoothay Zygmunt A. Oborsky 
Marion Adelaide Mason Chester Frank Knights 
Marjorie Ernestine Belcher 


\ 


South | ig A 


\ 
Sophie Barbara Bis Lindon Murray 
Stasia Bozek Arthur White 
Helen Carrier Harriet White 
Gertrude Fortin Michael Puricz 
Alexander Kokolski Francesca Krystalowicz 
Michael Matwiow é 


: ’ os v, | | 
Editor's Mailbox From the pen of Myrtle 


S. Van Note of St. George, Maine--"The Crimpville Comments we enjoy 
immensely." We are delighted to know that she is a lineal descendant of 
John Quincy Adams. Her brother was Edward L. Spencer for whom the local 
Arnold-Spencer Post was so named. Her Uncle was Amos Adams whose diary 
has been featured often in this paper. Her father, James A. Spencer, 
was chief of Police in Bellingham. This brings to mind that there are a 
number of other descendants, in and out of Town, who are enjoying our 
monthly issues. How appropriate that this news comes to us during this 
special yesr when the "Adams Chronicles" are being televised. Lest we 
forget, in September of 1779 Rev. Noah Alden of Bellingham was Chairman 
of the Committee appointed to draw up Article Three of the State Consti- 
tution regarding Religious Freedom. John Adams was also a very influen- 
tial member but opposed the principles put forth by Alden on instruction 
and orders by the citizens of Bellingham. 
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Burma shave 
¢ ontributed by 
Rita Sawyer 


